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Dear Dick, 



, ' T our t theories sr : fascinating. We ell agree on seme things but in details 
-e :..ay hove o -n-er theories, ■•"e . seem to agree that 'Bay was e decoy. There could 
^ 3Ta J 5een 3 number ox Bays, as there sere Oswalds, j-^ve told both Sprague and 
-rent -what i.ve written, told .both, T’d like to have- 'access' to what they may have k 
:sne nave had no response, so a’ 11 leave it like that. Lou see I also have what ^ - 
[ might, be , of value in .considering the va lidity ofswhet they have, what mi <=ht be :: kk 



helpful for them to, know. This is one of our problems, and my ulcer 



learned to live with i 
people, ' that trouble ? me .: 



r. a -L 



y ; th m 



B Tl 






f t; . 



i cere 



■few apsects, meaning 



, T'rotn whp t ; x know:, of the people involved in your hunches 
p'itri -your reasoning: and ypur .. evaluations k :"k-h 



sm in accord 



ffioi r 



;ena 



oecau.se x xnov ,topy recognize and respect my rights 



k ;'k..;p^r:;-:v There err some of us from whom 1 have no secrets, some 
almost ell my raw materials, be 

to.,my_ own .literary proerties., : Thus Is : can help . them by informing them end they, on ,k 
occasion, help me with a valuable 'suggestion and, kin frequent lv, but very helpfully 
, with rsome thing of wh i ch I di dn ’ t know . It; is;? c o stly.: t c; . me : ; to make; the se ; oopie s,:? .and, 
. it takes time, out this is thex ideel way. . tp"- work. I also., so-end much time writing 
tnem, explaining what, .the significance is of whet I : saad. Some of us are no so ■ 
-onstitu '.ea. it is . perhaps our greatest single operating handicap. - . 



If you know. how. to get in touch with Abernathy, please 1 do and tell 



him 



I have a; bock written he should read. I wrote king,: sBB t him conies of ell my books, 
Bnd get -neither response nor scknclwlecgement. Syarytody sees' entree, but no^onek.., 
i s. a we re of .. the f orrest . I ha ve much more , . s s one '• cen in a book,- ^nd- T ' ha ve so me ■ k 
appraisals of the nook that exceed my own.. One of us, unknown to you, public is* 

and • . ... ... ... 



® former reporter, says this is the definitive book, the one x ’ 1.1 have least 
prospect- hf -get ting 'P-dhii's^ the very toughest. Playfcosy" . w^ich” 

would not consider whet I regarded as the very hottest, stuff yet and spent e day 
with me on it, is .^riously v ..c 9 nslder.irig ..this ...one. -.They promised , an answer: in a". 
week and are still agonizing. .-They; have, after h month, "asked for another week, ' 

^ah:.Trsht; v dopsn ^t fepognize.; is/ ttahW single; htory,':;h^ 

.begin „to. do;, what., a -;hopk, can. ; A book; can provide the t story and mueh,kmuch more, ' 
)?£$■* .atory^qaapot do, it [can provide a context* Hence the title, COUP D’STAT. 

me. mom * iiave the advance predictions , of oil three mudders, descriptions of , : 

how two cf them would , be accomplished.. The third is my o’®., accurate, ales, ana 
made to .Pobby. ana his closest. The stuff Lane has been using is mine, stolen and 

to promote his second book. I hove three tape-recorded interviews madekm 

h the 
meaning-, 
:'P3i'vCk-k^ ; .' 

reports, ar.d much of ;the[; missing: related' datsv Pthsrk interesting: things too.a ffkkk:.'' 



bastardized 
in 

n=-mes 
ful 




Let me add one thing for your appraisal of Dswnay. I’ve told you of his 
and Jpesten’s efforts to steal Oswald in Hew Orleans. I wouldn’t stand for it. 

We did have a written ..understanding, in letters, prior to this. I said I’d go - 
:"itb: ths f ’ ^^o '^bshgesk- He;- thereupon, fop;, his- own,k [made changes. So, i rithdrew 

the hock from him, -Selecting:’- to; forfeit British .‘publication as .the .alternative. If' 
1 tsTe yet to find an honest publisher, I also have yet to adjust to living: with 
open crookedness. . I findi it difficult to have faith in the work of such people . 
would not, trust Dswnsy, personally, woth anything that I didn 1 t absolutely have 
When I consider Joe sten with.him,' well,.,:.. 

I have never seenfBeckham, though I’ve' known of him for a while end of 



U. 

to. 




2 



SowVSre 9 L n l 7 no t J\“t ^ ° f Ms -* Portion. I 

is keeping me posted - the kind “of guy I i ■ *• is Who 

xancus. a he man- is a poet. He cannot do mu-V 4-~*eTo ° X U - T QO ' are ■ 

■°eckhem hr a heen arrested for running 3 di^o'^n intelligent. : 

ox -netner be -peaks with an accent fdoub*"it*) 08 no '^^ledge 

ie b'-sed uron less than .it "-ight J l * xS m * d P io J- % opinion, which 

" ^ w *"‘ s ,,n - he is ■ cspr.fcle of anythin. 



' v ; .* 4 * y • . re .i8tions with Garrison are not >n©d -’o" a rimbh-r. : y 

reasons, including both our personalities, their jee?ou«y T* 

,r°f :soms. people . He has not keen hibagreeLn^ r?,! ! V ^ deliberate design 

■ expieined it to them,: only to here the^^re’ i «*“>».■*«* 

$ss» Si: ■* 

’'•;ground'^fce -justified or excused. They blew cne o T ?h» : on sny - • 

■ by calling sotreone in for cu^cti oTcir ~ tV , . . ***,“ "" " J - hec developed 

there in ' less -th^r » week VT^ ^r there end knowing I would be ‘ 

- ~ in violation ofxjckar. their ' efrec^n * +„ - = 

. ; * T ■ = ‘ ty ’ , pnz S 210 ^^ SO little they didn’t even kro’>- hiV T J . i ' G ! 

tne questioning weak&ninp- f c n™ +, . ■ “ < - a -v • m- ^pesr-nce. Instead of 

him. I got him“ t0 c2: H =“ incom^tance *«,*.•. 

solid link between ennarent y sepsrat- • £~+ s *?" aaiCe ?’- J r ? a Ma: "sveloped a 

disbelieving eyes, their om esST^o' e ;? 8 f ! ^ ia froat ° r «**.*■■ 

came, up,, ; with a h even more "i ”t<=nt wi t-V~e ' ~ until 8 duplicate ■ occasion d 

■ sen <=pf 1 ni" i '"■■ j *n . k r*. - * ■ i rac.s, on liom 1 had already cere "sa t 7 -tr 

^ Jim, to hail a bastard when he *? tV 

^in^they noye,no original material,- no knowledge .' '.ssto v5t 1 J®!! V 

IP r* /W.-nT rs + ss A ■ Jt _ X.1_ _• * *■ to— * : Oh. ’ 



• 4. , r 1U.W WCi ICJi, lie 1 '\iJ 

x u wh A eh cannot ; ever be c omplet e snd in +-^ ± 

thft mai’iotwio « x-u _ . . . : x. . ■ — - *' u 



of the 



"f-.pi Q + ' i 

^ ^ v , -L 



he ve 



s esse loss r.ir.iiHal, This 



j». - xuxo ■ vime, with . ' 

firm agree rent fr 0 m' J i m> .personhllv, I've ; not 

J. Th/MTT -P-? r% J . 4-V «.J. : . . . 



the experience 

hesrd from him since: tie 'i»y I left. I non n^ r^X .). . • .. 

. »« tw^uhsuecMstul . .fforts to intirvie. -W it!a ; 

. even info rmin.p me : of their -i-(tor,+ 1 - ,.' a *“ ou “ , my ■..presence, withou 

Wo, dld^V,i?£^ inter- o 

witness, without authority,’ s'ia Sotc '.LxSJr ,*S*. P* J° 1 - terrls v that . ' 

The best I can ho^ f~r ir> tfc=> i ; rtoT>A«+ ~ i ■ ' t f- ye * ,- Ln ' fcerY16 ^©d those relevsnt. 
to avoid' their a c ^ continues . , 

: rather' ..than .talk under theff te^ ^o ' ^ He ^ 1 gc .*«■■ 1 " 

T not £t 811 r : r 

£ e rf nes b r e ”‘ : 

unhsppj beeieground, t-hleh is . 

to you aoout Beckham. is xy w r y 01 responding 

''■■•■ "£ your own approach. ?;rite not ic- T ’~. --h"' 

you ere a friend of mine, that we work to re th- *h* tT* °’ 1 * iel ^ aIia ' 

write him. I'll Wtt - 

important, he'll take It up with JLm. H- is •> T ■'*«?“««« 

conscientious 'guy, ' -unlive any con vou W „■ r» 7 + -^ent,, ..»«-■/ -onors ole and ,.; 

:of him enijl h^hore 'S 

If he can, ha’ll help. ‘ ■ ofxice. xiis problem is time. Of 

I think Garv meant 130 wh»n 'ro cm-t T ',h' ;= --x 

,; .. ,, .. •— -: a -a s-1'x iipC. I’ve tried to help Sprague there. 

I also think the approach to-Hanes is' wrong. _ v ,, ' 

. .. . ,. • S “st regards. 



Harold ^eisbers 




